
                           uring the Christmas season,  
it’s always a joy to gather with family and friends to celebrate.  To 
live in communion with one another is truly a gift in our lives, and 
an expression of the love we have for those around us.  Love that is 
true cannot be contained within oneself but must be shared.  What 
greater example do we have than that of Jesus Christ, who became 
human to share life with us on earth?  The Christmas readings tell 
of God’s love as kind and generous and knows no bounds; it is full 
of mercy and tenderness. That’s the reason Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
came among us.  

In our world today, we have many reasons to express our love for 
those among us who are poor and vulnerable, and are in great 
need.  Having just experienced the first World Day of the Poor 
on November 19, set forth by Pope Francis, the message is clear: 
“Let us love, not with words but with deeds.”  As John tells us in 
Scripture in his first letter, “Little children, let us not love in word 
or speech, but in deed and truth.” (1 John 3:16)

The Christmas message of love and light is: “The people who walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the 
land of gloom a light has shone.” (Isaiah 9:2)  That light . . . “can 
shape our lives and bring forth compassion and works of mercy for 
the benefit of our brothers and sisters.”  (Pope Francis, § 1)

The many recent natural disasters, multiple acts of violence 
throughout the world, refugees continually searching for safe places 
to live, human trafficking for sex and labor, make up a list that goes 
on and on.  All of the impacted people, whether it’s the poor person 
nearby or someone oppressed in a land far away, are our neighbors, 
and the Christmas message of love is instilled in us to live globally 
but act locally.  If we are to be disciples of Jesus, we need to be 
aware, but not just aware; we need to act because of the many ways 
poverty challenges us every day. Jesus came to bring life to the 
fullest, and as his followers, we must do the same.

During this Christmas season, let us open our hearts and our lives 
to love and act as Jesus loved and acted. l
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Marta also shared her experience of 
growing up working in the fields with 
her family from the age of 10, and 
how her life dramatically changed 
when she was able to apply for DACA 
(Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals). Marta recently graduated 
from Skagit Valley College and 
transferred to Western Washington 
University, where she is working on her 
bachelor’s degree in human services.

At the Farmworker Center, sisters 
and associates heard stories from 
farmworker community members, 
including Guillermina Bazante, the 
center’s outreach worker who also grew 
up in the farmworker community. 

 The travelers returned 
to Seattle with hearts 
full of gratitude for the 
amazing contributions 
immigrants make in 
our communities.

Intercommunity trip to CCS Farmworkers Center in Skagit Valley

Sisters and Associates learn firsthand

The bus trip was arranged 
by the Sisters of the Holy Names in 
conjunction with the Intercommunity 
Peace and Justice Center (IPJC) to 
visit the ministry of Susan Wells, 
SNJM, director of Catholic Community 
Services Farmworker Center in Mount 
Vernon, Washington.  The visitors 
came to learn more about the reality 
of migrant farmworkers and about 
issues of immigration which all three 
communities are working on. 

The intercommunity mini-
immersion started with a tour of 
Sakuma Bros. Farms in Burlington, 
where sisters and associates were able 
to view the improved farmworker 
housing. They also had an opportu-
nity to pick blackberries in one of the 
fields that was closed for the season.

After the farm experience, Marta 
Martinez, program coordinator at the 
CCS Farmworker Center, provided a 
rolling tour of several Catholic Housing 
Services farmworker apartments on 
the way to the Farmworker Center.  

Guillermina shared her challenges of 
raising a family after dropping out of 
high school and how she is overcom-
ing life’s challenges. In December, she 
will receive her high school diploma 
from Skagit Valley College and will 
begin her college studies in January.

Manuela, a mother of five 
children, shared how she benefits 
from the programs offered at the 
Farmworker Center. She receives 
support and solidarity in her struggles 
through the parenting classes and 
through the youth arts program 
that her children attend. Manuela is 
currently enrolled in the Farmworker 
Center’s Plaza Comunitaria Adult 
Education Center, where she is 
studying to obtain her primary and 
secondary education certificates.

The group also heard from Laura, 
who was a trained teacher in Mexico 
and is now using her teaching gifts by 
volunteering as the community coordi-
nator for the Plaza Comunitaria. She 
helps adults learn to read and write in 

O n Saturday, October 14, a bus traveled   
from Seattle up to Skagit Valley with 26 sisters  
and associates from the Providence, Adrian 
Dominican and Holy Names communities 
on board.    
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Sisters and associates 
from the Providence, 
Adrian Dominican and 
Holy Names communities 
went to visit the Catholic 
Community Services 
Farmworker Center 
in Skagit Valley. 
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Spanish and complete their primary 
and secondary education.  Another 
person the group heard from was Luis, 
a young man who fled death threats 
by the gangs in El Salvador. Luis is 
now studying to become a nurse and 
is a regular volunteer at the center.

The Farmworker Center 
receives its primary funding from 
the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development. Center staff work as 
a team to help community members 
develop and strengthen their leader-
ship and advocacy skills and to improve 
their lives through a variety of educa-

Susan Wells, 
SNJM, director 
of the CCS 
Farmworker 
Center.

tional opportunities offered in the 
Plaza Comunitaria Adult Education 
Center. The sisters and associates 
from all three communities appreci-
ated the chance to hear firsthand 
stories of the struggles immigrants 
face.  The travelers returned to Seattle 
with hearts full of gratitude for the 
amazing contributions immigrants 
make in our communities.

To learn more about the CCS 
Farmworker Center and how you 
can help, contact Sister Susan Wells 
at: susanwe@ccsww.org or at the 
Farmworker Center, 604 South 1st 
Street, Mount Vernon, WA 98273. l
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A community mosaic 
project lights up 
a wall at the CCS 
Farmworkers Center

A youth group at 
the Farmworker 
Center works on 
the community 
mosaic project.
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