June 29, 2020
Enjoy our 13th issue of Messages of Hope & Healing, an opportunity for sisters to share reflections, poetry,
prayers, quotes, scripture, photos, artwork or other inspirational messages with one another and with friends of
the Sisters of Providence during the pandemic. Most of the following where posted on
Facebook.com/sistersofprovidencemjp, Instagram.com/sistersofprovidencemjp, and
sistersofprovidence.net and appreciated by a wide audience of “fans” who have been very happy to see and
hear from Sisters of Providence. If you have questions, comments or contributions, please email them to
anita.wilkins@providence.org. 

Sister Vilma Franco in a quiet moment at an outdoor Mass in Chalatenango, El Salvador.
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FRIENDS
Friends
come in all sizes,
shapes and colors.
Some are fair, some ruddy,
some dark.
There are the tall ones,
the medium and the short ones.
Quiet friends –
others are argumentative,
pensive, charming.
What makes a friend?
A special combination of
time, patience,
laughter, tears,
silence, words,
togetherness and apartness.
Sharing
the commonplace and
the special events of life.
Being there in times of sorrow,
of pain, of joys,
to renew heart and spirit alike.
Knowing and caring,
being free to be unique,
accepting the uniqueness in others.
Aren’t you glad we’re friends?
- Sister Lucy Villanova (10/15/2001)

Sisters Ida Mae Marceau and Judy George, together yet apart.
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Several sisters and helpers were on the move recently, packing up books and materials to transport from Spokane
to Seattle. As they know so well, many hands make light work! And many masks keep the COVID away!
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Sister Joan Gallagher shared the following bright spot in her weekend:
“On Saturday evening NBC, MSNBC and Peacock presented a event called Global Goal: Unite for the Future
Concert. It was one of the most inspiring and uplifting program for us to see during these challenging times.
The hope of the concert was to inspire world leaders to commit billions of dollars necessary to ensure testing,
treatments and vaccines are available to everyone worldwide. It pointed out that COVID-19 does not recognize
borders and disproportionately impacts people of color and marginalized communities. Music was used as the
"motivator for change and unity, together with science and data, to honor the problem solvers." It was an effort
led by Global Citizen and the European Commission to coordinate COVID-19 medical care.
For me it was one of the most hopeful, inspiring and uplifting experiences of major leaders, musicians and
philanthropists coming together to work for the common good of the world and all peoples of every country,
race, and religion. How we all need that at this time!”

If you missed the show, you can view a video of the
concerts on YouTube at https://youtu.be/ljCJTiTFrzQ
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