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September 14, 2020 
 

 
Wow, this is our 20th issue of Messages of Hope & Healing! Sisters, please help me continue to produce this 
publication for the Sisters of Providence and friends by sharing your reflections, poetry, prayers, quotes, 
scripture, photos, artwork or other inspirational material. I have received positive feedback from folks who have 
appreciated seeing you in photos and hearing from you during these challenging times. If you have questions, 
comments or contributions, please email them to anita.wilkins@providence.org.   
 
 
 

Another extraordinary photo by Sister Sue Orlowski. 
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A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON OF CREATION, Sept. 1 – Oct. 4 

At Your word, the Earth brought forth plants yielding seed and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit. The rivers, mountains, minerals, seas and 
forests sustained life. The eyes of all looked to You to satisfy the needs 
of every living thing. And throughout time the Earth has sustained life. 
Through the planetary cycles of days and seasons, renewal and growth, 
you open your hand to give creatures our food in the proper time.  

In your Wisdom, you granted a Sabbath; a blessed time to rest in 
gratitude for all that you have given; a time to liberate ourselves from 
vicious consumption; a time to allow the land and all creatures to rest 
from the burden of production. But these days our living pushes the 
planet beyond its limits. Our demands for growth, and our never-ending 

cycle of production and consumption are exhausting our world. The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the 
fields fail, the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify. We have not allowed the land to observe 
her Sabbath, and the Earth is struggling to be renewed.  

During this Season of Creation, we ask you to grant us courage to observe a Sabbath for our planet. 
Strengthen us with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with the creativity to share what we have 
been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough. And as we proclaim a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy 
Spirit to renew the face of creation.  

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

From the ecumenical 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide:  
https://seasonofcreation.org/celebration-guide 

 
 

 

 

As we enter the Season of Creation, 
Sister Jo Ann Showalter shared an 
article on one of her favorite topics 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/
new-life-garden/en 

 

Learn more about the Season of Creation 
at https://seasonofcreation.org/. 
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Our recent fundraiser for El Salvador brought much-needed relief to the people of Arcatao – many devastated by 
COVID and tropical storms. Here you can see Sister Vilma Franco hard at work with Father Miguel Angel Vasquez, 
pastor of the parish, and other villagers as they build a house for a most grateful elderly neighbor. The fundraiser 
goal was $21,300 to assist with the needs of families devastated by the coronavirus and tropical storms. Donations 
exceeded $36,000! 
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Sister Katherine Smith of Portland (in pink) has been participating faithfully each night at 7 p.m. in a tribute to local 
and national first responders, doctors, nurses and other medical personnel dedicated to caring for victims of COVID-
19. The effort was initiated by David and Pat Smith, PA (her brother and sister-in-law down the street), along with 
Roberta Sample, PA and various neighbors. At the top of the hour, they bang pots and pans with spoons and shake 
chimes in support of their local health care heroes. 
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Sister Susanne Hartung shared with caregivers of Providence St. Joseph Health this prayer for those 
affected by fires: 
 

Our God and God of our fathers and mothers, 
as the flames burn, wreaking havoc upon our forests, our 
homes, our fire fighters, our sense of security, 
we turn to You for comfort and support. 
Help us to differentiate between flames of destruction 
and light that shows us Your way. 
Be with us now, these smoke and fire-filled days. 
Draw us close to those harmed by these flames, hearing 
their cries, responding to their needs. 
Lead us to support those who fight the fires, who care for 
the displaced, who bring healing to those suffering. 
And please bring cooling wind and rain from the heavenly 
realms to calm the rage of these fires. 
May we all embrace at least one lesson spoken aloud by so many who – facing the flames – rushed to pack up 
their valuables: 
Memories of love and of time spent with family and friends are priceless, holy and sacred. 
This can never be taken away. 
As we rush to meet the challenge of living in this imperfect world of ours, may we slow down enough to cherish 
those who are truly valuable – kadosh/holy – to us.  
Amen. 

Source: Jewish Prayers 

 
 

 


