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November 23, 2020 
 

 
Happy Thanksgiving! Thank you, sisters, for your contributions to this publication for the Sisters of Providence 
and friends. Please continue to share your reflections, poetry, prayers, quotes, scripture, photos, artwork and 
other inspirational material – it is a bright spot for so many. If you have a question, comment or item to share, 
please email it to anita.wilkins@providence.org.   
 
 
 

This Thanksgiving prayer was shared by Sister Susanne Hartung with all Providence caregivers. 
 

 
 
Abundance flows through the pastures and wilderness. 
You provide for our land, softening it with showers, 
bathing it in light, and blessing it with growth.  
On this occasion of our Thanksgiving, we as a nation 
take rest from our labors to consider your many 
blessings. We thank you for our freedoms and for the 
opportunity to contribute our skills, our attributes, and 
our values toward the good of humanity.  
We thank you for the mixture of our cultures, blending 
us into one people. Help us to be a light unto other 
nations, and to further the cause of freedom and justice 
all over the world. 
We ask for your continued blessings, and we honor you 
with our gratitude.  
Amen. 
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We can always use a good laugh! 
Thanks Sister Helen Brennan for 
sharing your new shirt and some 
smiles: “Jesus doesn’t have 
COVID-19….so you can get close 
to him."  
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Sister Maggie Pastro, Sister Katherine Smith and Sister Karin Dufault, who are celebrating their 50th, 60th 
and 60th jubilees respectively in 2020, were recently recognized by Providence Health & Services Oregon for 
their years in ministry in the Portland area. PH&S Oregon prepared beautiful videos about each sister’s life and 
work. Links to each video are included below. 

 

 
https://vimeo.com/469023695/8da1602f62 

 

 
https://vimeo.com/466376579/bfab9d54a8 

 

 
https://vimeo.com/464389451/ad553907c1 

https://vimeo.com/469023695/8da1602f62
https://vimeo.com/466376579/bfab9d54a8
https://vimeo.com/464389451/ad553907c1
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A prayer shared by Sister Annette Seubert: 

 

Prayer for Peace 
 
May Christ banish from the souls of men  
and women whatever might endanger peace. 
 
May he transform all people into  
witnesses of truth, justice and love. 
 
May Christ illumine with his light the minds of rulers, 
so that, besides caring for the proper material  
welfare of their peoples, they may also  
guarantee them the fairest gift of peace. 
 
Finally, may Christ inflame the desires of all people 
to break through the barriers which divide them, 
to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn  
to understand one another, and to pardon  
those who have done them wrong. 
 
Through Christ’s power and inspiration may all  
people welcome each other to their hearts as  
brothers and sisters, and may the peace they long 
for ever flower and ever reign among them. 
 
- Pope John XXIII, “Prayer for Peace,”  
from Pacem in Terris, April 11, 1963 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



6 
 

Closing with a thanksgiving prayer shared by Sister Rosalie Locati: 

 

I walk in thanksgiving 
For the sunlit years of childhood, 
For tall trees and dewy morning grass 
For warm winds and singing birds and yellow flower cups 
For laughter and discovery and gift of wonder. 
And because I walk in thanksgiving, I walk in belief. 

I walk in thanksgiving 
For the years of growing awareness of life, 
For a world peopled with life and alive with people, 
For my own self as one among many selves, 
fashioning the experience of growth through uncertainty; 
The risk of life, or love. 
And because I walk in thanksgiving, I walk in trust. 

I walk in thanksgiving 
For friendship and insight and the gift of prayer, 
For windy nights and sun split waves, 
For the splendor of autumn on rocky peaks, 
Gold on green and flame against blue, 
For music and balloons and the song of the world, 
For intensity of life, for the challenge and delight. 
And because I walk in thanksgiving, I walk in joy. 

I walk in thanksgiving 
For life that comes, not as a whole, but in little pieces called the people, 
For tenderness and strength, for gentleness and warmth, 
For weakness and pain, for anguish and ambiguity, 
For laughter and courage and gifts of friends, 
For the risk of love and the risk of God. 
And because I walk in thanksgiving, I walk in love. 

I walk in thanksgiving in faith, hope, joy and love. 
And because I walk in thanksgiving, I walk in God. 
 
- Anonymous 

 

 


