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“ Rejoice in hope,“ Rejoice in hope,
 be patient in tribulation, be patient in tribulation,
 be constant in prayer.” be constant in prayer.”  
 Romans 12:12

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo

Joyeux Noel et Bonne Année



Dear Friends of the Sisters of Providence:

Our Scripture theme of “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer” (Proverbs 12:12) brings us 
to the joy of this Christmas season. It also leads us to also recognize that many are having very difficult times as the 
pandemic continues. One cannot walk or drive today without seeing the number of tents and RVs placed on any 
available spot in our cities as “homes” for those in need or hear about our medical center clinicians still grappling 
with so many COVID cases. This suffering may overwhelm us at times and might make us feel helpless. 

Your constant generosity for the needs of those most vulnerable is truly a gift to the works of the Sisters of 
Providence and Associates and we are deeply grateful for your donations to many causes over the past years.

Mother Joseph relied on the magnanimous spirit of the laity in her day to assure that the works of Providence 
would continue. We come to you at this Christmas time with the memory of the beautiful wax infant Jesus, 
handmade by Mother Joseph and displayed each year at this Christmas time. As Mother Joseph was lingering 
in her last days on earth in her room at Providence Academy, Vancouver, our Sisters of Providence Archives 
chronicles records the following:

Before removing the Christmas crib from the chapel, Sister Mary of the Blessed Sacrament brought the wax 
figure of the Infant Jesus into Mother Joseph’s room. Mother Joseph took the Infant in her trembling hands, 
spoke silently to Him, embraced, and kissed Him over and over, and then gave it back with a long look of 
farewell. She held her dear Lord in her arms--this little Infant Jesus which she herself had made…

Your generous Christmas donations will be used to continue outreach to the poor as we enter 2022. Our deepest 
gratitude to each of you for responding to our calls. You are remembered in the Sisters’ special prayers of gratitude 
for our benefactors during our evening prayer. May the Christmas child shower you and your family with good 
health and happiness as you set out your own Christmas cribs as did Mother Joseph many years ago.

Lovingly In Providence,

A Christmas message
from the Leadership Team
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Provincial Leader Provincial Councilor Provincial Councilor

David Neisius Elinor Alexander
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Suzette Bautista, SP  
After a year of experiencing the 
initial challenges that COVID 19 
brought to us, I had hoped that 
2021 would be a better year but 
the challenges that we are going 
through are still the same, but 
with less fear now because we are 
learning many ways of coping and 

have been provided with many resources.

I have been in the healthcare ministry, particularly in 
spiritual care, for more than a decade now and what 
I have experienced since COVID 19 happened is 
something I could never have imagined. The impact on 
how I practice chaplaincy has forced me to review my 
knowledge and skills to provide spiritual care during 
the pandemic. 

When the pandemic started, I had just been hired to a 
managerial position. While I was still adjusting to my 
new role, I was thrown into the daily evolving policies 
and protocols that needed to be implemented as soon 
as they were rolled out to us. In the process, I learned 
to be flexible, innovative, courageous and resilient, 
especially when confronted with frustrating situations. 
Aware of my responsibilities of being a leader, I could 
not allow stress, fear, anxiety or even anger to hinder 
my determination to be a beacon of light and hope to 
my team of chaplains. 

The pandemic has also created opportunities of growth 
for me. I had no formal education to learn how to use 
the iPad or ZOOM or even the applications that I use in 
my work setting, but the crisis forced me to learn new 
skills to adapt to the changing situations and needs 
around me. 

Despite the heavy workload and demands of my 
ministry, I have not been oblivious of some events that 
impacted my way thinking, attitudes and spirituality. 
The election of a new President in the country gave me 
new hope that somehow, we could come together and 
heal the divisions of the past. I have been saddened 
to see how divided we have become as a people, as 
church, as family. However, I recognized pockets of 
grace around me. I was inspired to see how groups 
of people from all sides and color formed groups 
to promote healing and unity. At St. Jude Medical 
Center where I do ministry, our leaders initiated the 
Racial Justice Alliance that serves as an avenue for 
our caregivers to come together to plan and organize 
activities to promote racial justice. I volunteered to be 
a member of this group. We continue to meet and to 
promote opportunities for dialogue and action. 

Reflections on 2021
Another situation that I am very concerned about, 
and I am sure our sisters share this concern too, is 
the situation in Haiti. This country has experienced 
so much tragedy and suffering. Our sisters are 
there ministering and serving those who are needy 
despite the dangerous situation. When I think of 
these courageous sisters, I feel a deep empathy for 
them because we are deeply connected not just 
in community as Sisters of Providence but in our 
commitment to our mission to be with those who 
need us. I recall St. Paul’s words to the Romans 
when he wrote, “Who will separate us from the love 
of Christ? Will tribulation, or trouble, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? Just as 
it is written for your sake we are killed all day long; we 
were regarded as sheep to be slaughtered. But in all 
these things we overwhelmingly conquer through him 
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” (Romans 8:35-39, NASB)

There is no doubt our sisters in Haiti continue with 
their deep commitment to stand in solidarity with their 
people no matter what their circumstances may be at 
this time. Like them, I find strength in Jesus’ example 
of remaining focused on the mission entrusted to him 
by God. And of course, our founder Blessed Emilie 
Gamelin remains my inspiration in responding to the 
needs of those around me, calling for help or simply 
needing my presence. 

We do not know how this long suffering will end but 
my greatest hope is that we, Sisters of Providence, 
will continue to respond to the needs of God’s people 
wherever we are and whenever we are called.

Donna Burkhart, SP
The Coronavirus pandemic has 
certainly disrupted all our lives. 
Before the pandemic, we walked 
around with a sense of security and 
peace. Then, when the virus began 
spreading around the world, we lost 
this sense of security and peace. 

People were afraid to go anywhere. They stayed in 
their homes and didn’t socialize. Children weren’t 
allowed to go to school. And if people did venture 
out, they made sure that they and everyone else were 
wearing face masks. We suffered much because we 
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couldn’t interact with other and we even couldn’t see 
facial expressions, like a smile, telling us that we were 
glad to see each other. 

Even so, there are lessons that I learned from this 
pandemic.

1. A sense of gratitude. This past year will be 
remembered as a time that we were forced to slow 
down from the rapid pace of our daily lives and be 
more aware of all our blessings. We had time to 
reflect on and show appreciation for all of God’s 
providential care. We couldn’t take life for granted. 
Every morning, I wake up with the ability to see, to 
feel, to smell, to hear, to taste, and to think. Before 
I get out of bed, I thank God for giving me another 
day of life and for His loving relationship with me. I 
ask for His help to live life fully with hope, trust, and 
love. 

 God blesses each one of us every day. Let us show 
appreciation for all. 

2. God has a plan. God is all powerful, all knowing, and 
all good. When COVID hit, many of us asked, why is 
this pandemic happening? Doesn’t God know that 
we have many important things to do, jobs to go to, 
children to send to school, shopping that needs to 
be done, and friends to visit? 

 God runs the world, so everything that happens to 
us – the good, the challenges, even this pandemic – 
is God’s plan. Where we are is where we are meant 
to be! Which means we are meant to be limited to 
seeing only a few people in a socially distanced 
manner, wearing masks, and in a lockdown. 

 Recognizing that I can’t control what happens to 
me, I realize that I can only control how I respond to 
what happens to me. I want to respond with trust 
in God. I want to respond with optimism. I want to 
respond with “this too is for the good.” 

3. We are in this together. When the pandemic first hit, 
many people were only thinking about themselves. 

 We panicked and began stockpiling our homes 
with groceries and other essentials. We had, and 
still have, empty shelves in our grocery stores and 
shopping centers. I remember going to Costco and 
seeing shopping carts loaded with Lysol wipes, 
toilet paper, and non-perishable food products. 

 In our Scriptures, we are told that we are responsible 
for one another. “What does God require of you, 
but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with God.” (Micah 6:8) We have a collective 
responsibility to help each other. We saw it with our 
dedicated front-line workers who were willing

to sacrifice their lives. We saw it when people reached 
out to their neighbors to see if they needed anything. 

During this pandemic, I have been given the blessed 
time to reflect on my life. I can say that I am more 
appreciative of each day that God has given me, of the 
support of my Providence community, and even of the 
modern technology that gives me many opportunities 
to communicate with others. And so, I say, “Providence 
of God, I thank you for all!”

Anna Loan Nguyen, SP
How do I experience God is 
EMMANUEL through social media 
and COVID-19 pandemic?

I know God is with us all the 
time and through various means, 
including social media. God is 

always the first instigator, one who invites us to Him. It 
comes from Him first, provokes my being, causing me 
to have a heart to search or seek out for Him. Through 
social media, I am able to have a wider platform to 
access and reach other people. The same way that I 
am able to access others, others are able to access 
me as well. We can see and feel God’s love through the 
works that they post online. Through social media, we 
can see things that are happening all over the world in 
the blink of an eye. We can see the good that people 
are doing, and we can see who in the world needs 
help and those are things that we know that God is 
intending to show us. They can light up the Holy Spirit 
in our heart and inspire us to do more. I find God on 
social media some people may say it is coincidence, 
but things with God are never a coincidence. He can 
lead you and me to means such as social media to 
know more about Him because I have a seeking heart 
and desire to know Him more. If we come to realize 
that we are seeking Him, He MUST be with us aways 
by our side, leading us and lightening us.

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a great calamity in 
our world. Many have suffered and died. But if we look 
through the eyes of faith, the COVID-19 pandemic can 
be viewed like a sifter or a filter for us. COVID-19 sheds 
light on who we are really are; it magnifies our choices 
whether we choose or not choose one way or another. 
Without faith, we cannot understand COVID-19 and the 
gift it can bring.

COVID-19 although it is a terrible event, is sent by God 
to bring good out of evil. We may have taken things 
for granted prior to the COVID-19 event. We would 
go through our lives as it always was. The COVID-19 
pandemic puts a stop in our lives. It causes us to slow 
down, to halt. My experience in working in Everett, 
Washington taught me that the filter of COVID-19 
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has totally changed my life and helped me sort my 
priorities. If we are given a grace, we are allowed to 
re-assess our lives. The pandemic essentially strips 
us down, to start over in our hearts and mind. It is a 
purifying process. A person of faith can either starve for 
spiritual nourishment or will seek God and meaning.

In all, whether we find God through social media or 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, it all comes down 
to the grace of God bestowing His Grace, Goodness 
and Mercy on us. He knows our struggles because He 
always walks besides us. HE IS OUR EMMANUEL. 

Therefore, the pandemic offers each one of us an 
opportunity to look to God and be steadfast in our 
faith. Hardships and sufferings are more tolerable and 
sensible through the lens of faith. It is a gift and grace 
from God for one to realize this. In knowing this there is 
hope and goodness for us.

Mary Buckly, Providence 
Companion
“Prepare the way for the Lord” is 
the call from John the Baptist. It is 
a call that is relevant in our time as 
much as in the time of the birth of 
Jesus. If the call is for us to make 
a straight path for the Lord in our 

lives, then Advent is a good time to reflect on the past 
year, and humbly identify those things in our lives that 
have hampered our growth, and to recognize those 
sins and occasions that get in the way of the Lord 
entering our lives more fully. Let us look to the new year 
as a chance to discover and focus on new occasions 
for us to open our hearts more fully and discover the 
new life and vision for the year ahead. May Jesus enter 
our hearts and may we always listen and respond with 
faith, hope and love.

Patricia Weidinger, Providence 
Companion
Mary, you were close to God 
and accepted willingly your 
great honor of the motherhood 
of Jesus. Though you accepted 
this great honor with faith, there 
was still much you did not 

understand. Gradually, your faith and prayer helped you 
comprehend more.

Your visit to Elizabeth must have given you affirmation, 
especially when she exclaimed, “And how is it that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? At the moment 
of your greeting, my baby leapt with joy.”

Mary, I think of the excitement and anticipation with 
which you and Joseph prepared for Jesus’ birth, 
sharing your joy with your friends as well as getting all 
your supplies in order.

Then, suddenly, this order comes from the government 
to report for the census, and you’re faced with an 
eighty-mile trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem on a beast 
of burden when you are so close to delivery!  Delivery 
is hard enough! I feel for you. You’re only able to take a 
few things. What a disappointment!

You get to your destination and find there’s “NO 
ROOM” in the inns and you must accept shelter in 
a stable! Yet, you trusted God would be with you to 
help keep you safe and to be sure you had what you 
needed.

Scripture doesn’t tell us much about your actual 
delivery, but I can imagine your joy and peace when 
you held your newborn baby, Jesus, in your arms. That 
glorious moment seemed to erase all the difficulties! 
You trusted God to take care of you.

God provided angel choirs to announce the great event 
of Jesus’ birth. God’s chosen guests, the shepherds, 
came to visit and welcome Jesus, our Savior, and they 
announced the great news to others!

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST! We are growing 
toward a divine vision with the assurance that God is 
always with us!
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1) Sr. Julie distributes food to local children
2) Sr. Lucy teaching class.
3) Sr. Julie among children
4) Sr. Rosa in ministry with Vietnamese children
5) Sr. Suzanne in Guatemala
6) Sr. Rosa at her high school ministry
7) Sr. Suzanne at Guatemala mission
8) Sr. Marilyn reading at church
9) Providence Associates prepare food for the homeless at 

St. Anne Church
10) Zoom photo of attendees from “Discerning Your 

Vocation” retreat
11) Sr.Hong Nga at Providence Mount St. Vincent.

In Service to God’s Love in Action: 
The many ministries of
Mother Joseph Province

Sr Rosa at Providence High School, 
Burbank, California
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2 3
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5 6
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Sisters and Providence 
Associates supporting 

immigrants and refugee families

7

8 9

10 11
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Gracias, Thank You
Words of gratitude from the students of the Scholarship Program, El Salvador: 

Es un privilegio poder recibir su ayuda.

Entrar al programa de becas ha sido una gran bendición.

Thanks to all of you; we can pursue our dreams to become professionals.

Thank you for your humanitarian work in the service of others, it is a work that 
gives me a sense of admiration and motivation.

Gran labor y acompañamiento.

Muy agradecida con las personas que nos ayudan con sus donaciones

Don y caridad

Que Dios les bendiga por su bondad y generosidad.

I want to thank all the donors and the Sisters of Providence for all your 
unconditional support.

Dios bendecirá sus vidas por la gran ayuda que nos están brindando.

I wanted to send my endless thank you, gratitude and respect for 
your noble work that helps us financially to be able to continue with 
our studies, for us it’s a great blessing.

Thank you for your generous and kind hearts, we can fulfill our goals 
and dreams. For my part, I am totally grateful to all of you who have 

been able to support this project that benefits all of us. Trusting in God 
that we will reach our goals and with the help you are giving to us, we will 
persevere until we get where we have always dreamed of.
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Sister Irene Charron

Renewing my commitment to God
By Sr. Marie-Thérèse Gnamazo, SP

It has already been two years 
since I made my first vows as a 
Sister of Providence. So I come 
today to express my gratitude to 
those who are journeying with me 
since then.

On November 13, I renewed my 
vows with the Liturgy of Eucharist, 
at Erskine house. This next step 
in my formation is for me the 
moment where I call to move 
more and more with full of hope, 
inspiration, and trust in God, 
especially in the world, where 
our lives become uncertain and 
confused.

Truly living my vows today enables me to focus my 
entire being on God and His people, the people I’m 
called to serve. It gives me the freedom to follow Christ 
who was by choice, poor, chaste and obedient.

I know that I’m called to be a sister whose life can bring 
hope and joy to others, and I’m sure that God wants to 
be involved in every area of my life as a Christian and 
as a woman religious.

God is giving me this renewal of vows, so we can 
rejoice in God’s grace.

To begin, I say thank you to God and to our Mother 
of Sorrows who were my rock following deaths in my 
family. Thank you also to the sisters I live with for all 
their support, especially for being my sisters.

As we all know, this year wasn’t easy for anyone 
because of the pandemic. I thank God for protecting 
all of us in each community, and people we love and 
serve. Regarding my spiritual life, I think that, for me, 
spiritual growth is a long process of learning to remain 
in the presence of God. It is through my daily life in 
the community, or in my ministry, that I’m called to 
experience God’s presence. For example, during this 
time of COVID, I deepened my personal relationship 
with God by taking more time for personal prayers and 
celebrating Eucharist.

At this difficult time the many losses in my family 
along with the pandemic, reinforced my relationship 
with God, who had been the priority in my life. When 
you feel vulnerable in certain situations you can’t 
understand, spending time with God, practicing 
his presence, and involving Him in everything in my 
thoughts brought me comfort. 

As a Sister of Providence, I would like to become more 
and more the face of Providence to every human being, 
no matter their religious confession, and to those I’m 
called to serve, who are the poor.

This year, because of COVID, I made some virtual 
retreats with some groups from Guadalupe parish 
where I minister, thanks to the technology which 
allowed us to meet, share prayers, scriptures, and 
reflections on Zoom.

Being a member of the vocation team of the 
Archdiocese of Seattle and working with sisters from 
different communities was an enriching experience. I 
am learning a lot from other members of the group.

I enjoyed also meeting on Zoom, sharing prayers and 
reflection time with women in process of discernment 
for religious life. The fact that some women came from 
different countries to the retreat was a great source 
of encouragement for us. The reaction of some of 
them was positive, and it was good that they had 
the opportunity to learn what religious life is like and 
to meet some of the sisters. It was a great and an 
enriching experience. In this new world, and after this 
experience, I can say there is no specific place to 
discern our vocations.

For two years, I was a member of the planning 
committee of the International Initial Formation 
Gathering, which was to take place in July 2020 in 
Montreal. This was another wonderful experience. 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t travel last year nor this year. 

So, we finally held the gathering on Zoom for two 
weeks this past July. The time I spent with sisters in 
the Initial Formation Gathering was such a beautiful 
experience. The prayers, conferences and sharing were 
very rich. I learned a lot from the other participants. 
This time allowed me to get to know more of the sisters 
in formation around the congregation, and I had a 
chance to work with some. I met and shared with other 
formators from other provinces for the first time. 

It was a great experience on Zoom, even though I really 
prefer meeting in person, but it was beautiful.

All these experiences help me to deepen and refresh 
my faith and living God’s presence. 

Regarding the community life, I would like to say 
thank you to the sisters, for all their support. I really 
appreciated the prayers and thoughts you brought to 
me and to my family during this time of sorrows. I feel 
blessed to have all of you in the community. 
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Please Remember in Prayer
Leonard Roy, brother-in-law of Sisters Lucy and 
Alice St. Hilaire, SP, died April 15, 2021 in Moxee, 
Wash.
Jaxson Maricelli, great nephew of Ida Mae 
Marceau, SP, Died October 11, 2021 in Missoula, 
Mont.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Sisters 
of Providence Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind Avenue 
SW, M1-C; Renton, WA 98057. 

THANK YOU 
A very special thank 

you to our donors who 
opened their hearts this 

past summer to our 
Homeless Appeal.

With your kindness 
in giving, we raised 
$17,535 to help the 

Homeless.

I think that we really have community life, praying, 
celebrating, and playing cards together. For me it 
is the most important. Some differences such as 
verbal misunderstanding, ways of doing things, 
expectations or cultural background are part of the 
challenges we can have in community. 

In the community living, we need to practice a 
contemplative listening, which is key to healthy, 
positive, and open communication in the community.

For my ministry, I really enjoyed working in 
vocation ministry. I’m learning a lot and that is 
contributing to my formation too. I continue to trust 
and hope that this pandemic will be over, so we 
can start to welcome women who are discerning 
with us at this time.

I continue also to work with the group of 
Immigration and Peace and Justice, St Vincent de 
Paul at Guadalupe the Parish. COVID-19 did not 
stop us to support people in great need. I’m grateful 
to have a nice group of people with whom I work. 
I did not join the choir yet, but I hope we will start 
very soon. 

I was happy also I could visit the Sisters at Caritas 
Court, since SJR is still under quarantine.

To finish, I would like to thank you again for who 
you are. I’m grateful to learn a lot from you about 
your life experience, and our community, and to be 
your sister.

My question today is how do we learn to further 
express who we are as people of God and as 
Sisters of Providence during this particular time?

As a Sister of Providence, I 
would like to become more and 
more the face of Providence to 
every human being, no matter 
their religious confession, and 
to those I’m called to serve, 
who are the poor.
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Devotion of the Infant Jesus 
Mother Joseph was not only highly skilled in carpentry, administration, and 
finance, she also made fine wax figurines. Among the most beautiful examples 
of her work are the wax sculptures of the Infant Jesus. These delicate, life-like 
figures were an integral part of the sisters’ Christmas celebrations, forming the 
centerpiece of the Nativity creche. The Sisters of Providence Archives in West 
Seattle, Washington has several of Mother Joseph’s “wax babies” as well as 
some made by other Sisters of Providence.

Mother Joseph began 
by making candles at the 
Mother House in Montreal. 
In March 1848, she was 
assigned to assist with the 
molding of wax infants, 
which were sold to support 
the sisters’ ministries in 
Montreal. Mother Joseph 
continued to make wax 
infants throughout her 
life. Her creations became 

very popular and were requested by churches and families throughout the 
Pacific Northwest. Her molds, wax samples, and tools--as well as one of the 
infants—are part of the archive records. Other infants are still used by the 
sisters and in the institutions at Christmas. 

In 1894, a year before her death at age 28, Sister Claire of Jesus wrote to 
her mother from Vancouver: “Our good Mother Joseph is making the most 
beautiful wax Infant Jesus. When she has them finished, she brings them to 
my bedside for me to see. They are really lovely. I wish the children could see 
one. And at her age, seventy-four, she embroiders the little dresses for them. 
The finest kind of work. It is really wonderful.”

Learn more about the history of the Sisters of Providence in the West at 
Providence Archives Seattle, providence.org/archives.

Image and copy courtesy Providence Archives.

Historical Corner

Become a
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