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Alive in Faith,
Hope & Charity
“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
make your requests known to God.” Phil 4:6
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Vocations
Integral Ecology
Visiting the Spokane and Yakima Communities
Supporting the Vulnerable
Life & Times of Sr. Lucille Dean

New Mary Statue at
St. Joseph Residence
The Our Lady of Lourdes statue
that stood in the Mount St. Vincent
novitiate garden from 1929 until
its removal in the 1960s now has
a new home. On Mother’s Day,
Sisters in the Seattle area blessed
and celebrated the placement of
the statue in the SJR patio garden.
Many of the Sisters at the ceremony
attended the novitiate when the
statue stood on its grounds.

(Left to right) The statue of Mary is crowned by Sr. Mary Fox. SJR residents enjoy the sunshine during the May blessing
and crowning of the Mary statue in the courtyard of the residence. Post-crowning celebration. (Inset) Lourdes Grotto,
Mount St. Vincent Novitiate, 1940s.

Discerning a Vocation
during the Pandemic
Sr. Fabiola Reyes

Timing is everything. So, when Sr. Fabiola Reyes decided to enter the Sisters of Providence just
before the pandemic lockdowns began, she could have taken it as a sign that a vocation as a
Sister was not for her.
Instead, the second-year novice learned an invaluable lesson about listening to God and coming
to terms with your situation.

Sr. Fabiola was first attracted to the Congregation through her role as a special education teacher.

“I am thankful to be in this community because of the diversity,” she
said. “I can give myself knowing I can be a teacher as well as the many
other things I can do. I just fell in love with the Sisters.”
Instead of being an obstacle, for Sr. Fabiola, the pandemic was an opportunity:
“For young people, the pandemic gave them time to reflect on the meaning of life,” she explains. “The silence
helped me grapple with the loneliness and embrace it.”
Sr. Fabiola had an uncle and a grandparent die from COVID. It was a lot to deal with in the first few months of
study to join the congregation and the isolation imposed by the pandemic. In a blog post published during the
pandemic, she explained more fully:
“For me it was a moment of recollection and empathy for the suffering we are experiencing. After seeing and
hearing how Sisters of Providence from all over the world are helping people who are afflicted with COVID-19 to
carry this cross, I realized how this fundamental value is being fulfilled from their isolation,” she wrote.
“The Sisters have been invited to give the best of themselves through prayer, perhaps with the pain of not being
able to go out into the streets, just as our foundress would have done, because the very act of going out would
be putting the other Sisters in her community at risk,” reflected Sr. Fabiola. “The need for personal care became
even more important, to respond faithfully with respect and care for the others.”

prayer

For Vocations

Provident God,

Your loving designs have shaped our universe.
Your loving care continues to sustain all life.
Your plans call each of us to participation
in the ongoing work of creation.
Help us to be your love and to release
your transforming energy in our world.
Touch the hearts of those searching
for a way to respond in love to your call.

Gather those seeking other companions
with whom they can make a difference in our world.
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Plant in the hearts of faith-filled women
the seeds of the possibility
of a life as a Sister of Providence.
Help us to create together
a new generation of people
willing to be your loving Providence in our world.
We ask these blessings with confidence
in that Providence that so far has never failed us.
Amen.
– Sister Nancy Nolan
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Living Out the Call
to Integral Ecology
Pope Francis’ encyclical, “Laudato si’,” chapter 4,
describes integral ecology as the interconnectedness
of environmental, economic, political, social, cultural
and ethical issues – all areas that intersect with our
ministries as Sisters of Providence.
For 40 years, scientists, researchers and scholars
around the world have been warning that we are
treating the natural world irresponsibly – polluting air,
water and soil; threatening biodiversity; and altering the
climate – which is causing serious harm to nature and
people living on the margins.
Because everything is connected, the Pope tells us
we must take a holistic approach to what is both
an environmental and human crisis: “an integrated
approach to combatting poverty, restoring dignity to
the excluded, and at the same time protecting nature.”
(“Laudato si’” No. 139)
“If everything is related, then the health of a society’s
institutions has consequences for the environment and
the quality of human life. Every violation of solidarity
and civic friendship harms the environment. In this
sense, social ecology is necessarily institutional, and
gradually extends to the whole of society, from the
primary social group - the family - and spreading to the
wider local, national and international communities.”
(“Laudato si’” No. 142.) In order to practice integral
ecology we must embrace an “ecological conversion,”
transforming our personal lifestyles and our national
and international practices to address the cry of the
poor as well as the cry of the earth. This requires
changing our heads, hearts and habits – how we think,
feel and act in the world.
The Sisters of Providence have refocused their earth
ministry in support of integral ecology and the goals of
“Laudato si” for ecological conversion:
• Response to the cry of the earth: work toward
carbon neutrality through greater use of clean
renewable energy and reduced fossil fuel use;
support efforts to protect and promote biodiversity;
and guarantee water access for all.

• Ecological economics: support sustainable
production, fair trade, ethical consumption and
investments, support for renewable energy,
divestment from fossil fuels and limiting any
economic activity harmful to the planet or people.
• Adoption of simple lifestyles: reduce use of energy
and resources, avoid single-use plastics, adopt a
more plant-based diet, reduce meat consumption
and increase use of public transportation over
polluting alternatives.
• Ecological education: redesign curricula around
integral ecology, create ecological awareness and
action, promote ecological vocations with young
people and teachers.
• Ecological spirituality: recover a religious vision of
God’s creation, promote creation-centered liturgical
celebrations, develop ecological catechesis and
prayers, and encourage more time in nature.
• Emphasis on community involvement and
participatory action around creation care at all levels
of society by promoting advocacy and grassroots
campaigns.
Read more on sistersofprovidence.net

• Response to the cry of the poor: defend human
life from conception to death and all forms of life on
earth, while giving special attention to vulnerable
groups such as indigenous communities, migrants
and children at risk of trafficking and slavery.
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Connecting with Creation
Ever since Sr. Sue Orlowski was a little girl growing
up in Massachusetts, she has been fascinated by the
natural world. She recalls being one of those kids who
pestered her mother with questions about the birds,
insects, animals and plants she encountered in the
backyard and at the city parks. Even as a young Girl
Scout, she was more excited to receive her bird and
nature badges than her sewing badge.

“I’ll never look at the Genesis
stories the same way again…
We all come from the earth.”

Birds, especially, captivated Sr. Sue into adulthood.
When she moved to Portland, Ore., in 1974, she
learned quickly that the flora and fauna of the West
Coast are much different from the East. This prompted
her to join the Audubon Society of Portland and to
purchase a set of CDs about local birds so she could
learn how to identify them. Researching birds led to a
curiosity about butterflies, bees, and other pollinators.
It grew from a hobby to a passion.

volunteering at Sacred Heart Medical Center as a nanny
in the neonatal intensive care unit with premature babies
and drug-affected infants, and participating on various
environmental committees. Woven throughout are
numerous activities integrating Sr. Sue’s more specific
passion for creation: avid birder, butterfly enthusiast,
supporter of local conservancy associations, published
nature photographer, cultivator of a certified pollinator
garden and wildlife habitat, and cheerful resource for
information on all of these subjects.

Around this time, as Sr. Sue was studying bird calls,
she heard another intriguing call – to religious life. It was
an unexpected yet persistent urge that set Sr. Sue on
a two-year path of discernment. In 1981 she joined the
Sisters of Providence, drawn by the charism, mission
and constitutions that define the Sisters’ commitment to
those who are poor and suffering – encompassing not
only God’s people, but also the Earth.
Now a resident of Spokane, Wash., Sr. Sue’s official
ministries over the years have included nursing,
teaching, managing a college medical assistant
program, parish ministry, coordinating Provincial chapter
events, assisting women experiencing homelessness,

It will come as no surprise that Sr. Sue is an active
member of the Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph
Province, Earth Committee which relaunched in 2020
with a focus on integral ecology and a direct link to
Sisters of Providence Constitutions and Rules No. 28:
“As we foster the human, social and environmental
connectedness of God’s creation, we become more
authentic signs of God’s loving Providence.”
Last year Sr. Sue joined other Sisters of Providence
in an online retreat with Professor Patrick McCormick
from Gonzaga University to explore the biblical and
theological roots of the call to care for creation, the link
between social and ecological justice, and some of the
ways the Sisters might engage and sustain themselves
while protecting the poor and our earth.
What struck Sr. Sue during the retreat was just how
intricately we are all connected. “I’ll never look at the
Genesis stories the same way again,” she says. “We all
come from the earth.”
Just as Pope Francis challenges us to practice an
integral ecology in “Laudato si,” Sr. Sue hears and
addresses the cries of the poor and the earth, doing
her part by transforming her personal lifestyle and
encouraging others to learn about and change their
practices. “Being pro-life is not just about babies,
end-of-life and prisoners,” she says. “It’s also about
our earth.”
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Back row: Sr. Myrta, Sr. Chloe, Sr. Judith, Sr. Ida Mae, Sr. Annette. Seated: Sr. Liz Gress, Sr. Liz Cole, Sr. Elena

Spokane Sisters Offer Support, Prayers
When someone in the community celebrates a birthday,
Sr. Chole Keitges makes a special banner with their
name on it to display at Mass.
It is just one of the many things that the Sisters do to
help each other in the two Spokane communities.
After busy ministries throughout their lives, Sisters of
Providence at Emilie Court still remain in service in
any way they can. Sr. Chole, for instance, also serves
as the Mt. Saint Joseph Chapel’s sacristan which is
reminiscent of her service in pastoral care.
After detailing her many assignments – supervising play
at Sacred Heart Medical Center for ill children was one
of her favorites – she also mentions the 17 years she
spent in jail ministry. Asked how she found the time to
fit it in to an already busy schedule she nonchalantly
replied: “Oh, I did it on Saturdays.”
That’s characteristic of a Sister of Providence – service,
followed by more service, with a generous portion of
volunteer service on the side.
Sr. Myrta Iturriaga, for instance, has worked for
Catholic Charities of Eastern Washington for more
than 20 years. Currently, she is at the Buder Haven
Sr. Myrta flanked by
two big fans (aka
safety officers from
Catholic Charities.)
With 52 residents
in the Buder Haven
community, Sister
and the other staff
at CC have learned
to deal with the
often challenging
situations that arise.
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complex which provides 50 service-enriched units for
homeless persons.
As the oldest of 13 children, she knows how to handle
the sometimes challenging homeless population but
she does so in a calm and respectful way, recognizing
the dignity of each individual. Prior to her work with
Catholic Charities, she created and coordinated the
prison ministry for the Diocese of Spokane.
Sr. Judith George was also the oldest in her family of
seven siblings. She taught French, algebra and English
during her ministry, often completing her degrees
during multiple summer sessions sandwiched between
ongoing teaching assignments. She’s also been a
formation and novice director.
It is often said that strong families help promote
vocations and Sr. Judith’s family certainly lends
credence to that assertion. She and her brothers and
sisters meet via video every other Sunday night for a
faith sharing session. Even the strongest of families
would be challenged to maintain such close contacts
over so many years.
Deep joy is something Sisters have found in Sr.
Eleanor Goligoski who has been living at Emilie
Court for about a year and a half now. She has had
the unique opportunity to work in another province,
spending three years at the Providence Renewal Centre
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, as their registrar.
Like many Sisters, she spent time in the classroom
but she worked mainly in business, bookkeeping and
finance roles.
Sr. Liz Gress spent twenty years guiding novices.
Beginning in 1996, she lived and acted as a companion
to women entering the congregation at Nally House,
the novitiate for St. Ignatius, Sacred Heart and Holy
Angels provinces.
Caritas

Guiding the novices is something that must have
come naturally for her after 27 years of teaching, many
at Maryville Academy, just north of Chicago, which
provides residential care, mental health services and
other services for traumatized children.
Sr. Liz Cole also helped to guide young people, through
her work in campus ministry at Gonzaga University.
She has also worked as a spiritual director in guiding
people through the Spiritual Exercises in Everyday Life
(SEEL) program. She is now spending time managing
the library at Mt. Saint Joseph and is the driving force
behind the Province’s Instagram account.
Ask a Sister of Providence which ministry she enjoyed
the most and you often hear a variation on the same
answer: “I enjoyed all of them.” Sr. Annette Seubert
is no different. She has worked in chaplaincy, finance,
spiritual direction and nursing. She has a Bachelor of Arts
in Social Sciences and a Masters in Creation Spirituality.

“As a chaplain, my main ministry was presence,” she said.
And it is that presence that characterizes a Sister of
Providence. They are there when the need arises. In
fact, that sums up the current activities of Sr. Ida Mae
Marceau, the local leader of the Emilie Court Community.
“I try to be present to the ladies and gentleman who come
to Emilie Court,” she explained. “Not just to the Sisters
who live there but to other residents and visitors as well.”
After a career in nursing and teaching, Sr. Ida Mae has
served the residents of Mount Sr. Joseph then Emilie
Court since the 1990s. Many of the Sisters in the
community specifically mentioned the dedication and
care she demonstrates for the people in Emilie Court.
Sr. Annette is a member of the Rahamin Community
as are Sisters Rosalie Locati, Ana Orellana and Sue
Orlowski who were elsewhere during this interview
with the Sisters. All other Sisters in this article are with
the Emilie Court Community.

Sr. Josie, Sr. Fabiola, Sr. Marisol, Sr. Fe, Sr. Roberta, Sr. Julie, Sr. Dona (seated)

Yakima Sisters Are Immersed in
the Life of the City and Valley
The Sisters of Providence community in Yakima strives
to be a ministry of peace and prayer in a troubled area
of the city. Six people have been murdered within a
block of their residence over the years. Even today, the
Sisters continue to face challenges with the influx of
addicts who are homeless and gather down the block.
Nevertheless, the Horizon Community, as the Yakima
Sisters are known, is a place of joy and laughter.
Summer 2022

They live next door to La Casa Hogar (see page 9)
and allow the Latina-focused group to use their
meeting room for classes.
Like the rest of the world, the Sisters are gradually
emerging from worse phases of the pandemic and
exploring the new normal.
Continued on page 12 >
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Restoring Dignity,
Giving Hope
Tucked away in a non-descript store front, without
sign or adornment, is a haven offering hope for a
new life to young women and girls trying to escape
commercial sexual exploitation (CSE), prostitution,
and sex trafficking.
The Genesis Project provides “needed services to
survivors of CSE and sex trafficking in a three-phase
approach including immediate shelter, education, job
skills training, and long-term safe houses. Ultimately,”
“this love, support, and care will draw women toward a
future of hope.” says the organization’s website.
It’s one of a number of non-profit organizations
supported by the Emilie Gamelin Mission Fund. The
Fund was first established by the St. Ignatius Province.
Sacred Heart Province had an alms fund but had not
designated a name for it. When the two Provinces
created the Mother Joseph Province, they combined
their efforts and selected the new name.
The fund is a vehicle for distributing money for charity
and social justice, and specifically makes contributions
to organizations and causes that help the poor, work
for social justice, and move the world toward peace.
The funding comes from the Sisters of Providence but
others are encouraged to make contributions as well.
(See page 10.)
The Genesis Project first came to the attention of the
Fund through Elinor Alexander, Provincial Secretary and
part of the Province’s Leadership Team.
“A friend introduced me to the organization because
she knew I was passionate about such causes,”
explains Elinor. “After visiting, I was so impressed by
how they serve the women who come to them.”
Sponsored almost exclusively by private donations
(e.g. the Mission Fund and small fund raisers), the
Genesis Project “serves without preaching and
provides whatever the survivor needs.”
Elinor started volunteering in small ways as she got
to know the organization, eventually, presenting a
workshop on empowerment.
The work of the Genesis Project so impressed
the Leadership Team that they established a fund
specifically for providing baby showers to women
who are expecting. Some women say they have
never witnessed such caring and compassion as they
have when their motherhood is celebrated with a
baby shower.
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Training at The Genesis Project.

Behind the non-descript storefront are a wealth
of services in a busy, but neat-looking space that
maximizes every square foot for service of some kind.
Women can train to be a barista, a solid entry-level job
in the coffee-addicted northwest. Staff is now setting
up a cosmetology training area to provide another
means to employment. In other rooms are clothing,
food, and basic supplies. And, in this age of video
everything, a small studio-like space is available for
recording and hosting monthly training programs.
In addition, the project provides counseling, substance
abuse support, job and life skills classes, paid
internship opportunities, transportation to medical
appointments and court, free legal counsel, and access
to educational programs such as GED completion. But
the most important aspect of the drop-in center is the
safety it provides for women caught in trafficking.
For more information on the Genesis Project, visit their
website, genesisnow.org.

Support Our Work
Your donation to the Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph
Province, helps us advocate and care for our neighbors who
are poor and vulnerable as we have been called to do for
179 years. It also assists with the support of our Sisters who
have dedicated their lives in service to these communities.
Last year, your gifts helped nearly 200 nonprofits via
the Emilie Gamelin Mission Fund and Leadership Team
donations. These organizations received support for grants,
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Sisters in Yakima Cherish
Close Ties with La Casa Hogar
Each room sports brightly colored walls. Monarch
butterfly art – a symbol of growing and learning – is
scattered throughout the home. The new pre-school
building has play areas designed to nurture a child’s
imagination.
This is the home of La Casa Hogar, a bustling presence
in the farming community of Yakima, Wash., whose
mission is to connect and educate Latina families and
transform lives in the Yakima Valley.
Its roots date back to 1986 when 35 faith communities
in the Yakima Interfaith Coalition (YIC) began serving
people in their neighborhood. YIC was incorporated as
a non-profit two years later and in 2012 was officially
renamed La Casa Hogar.
Throughout its thirty years of service, the Sisters of
Providence have been volunteering and helping the
ministry. Since La Casa Hogar sits next door to the
Sisters’ own house near downtown Yakima there are
strong ties between the Sisters and the non-profit.
So strong, in fact, that in 1996 the Sisters donated
the house where La Casa Hogar now hosts most of
its programming. The Sisters even scrubbed and
cleaned the house to help create the welcoming, happy
atmosphere it now has.
The 20 employees, many of whom are former clients,
are supported by community volunteers and focus on
adult education, preschool and citizenship education/
legal services.
Adult classes include multiple levels of English as
a Second Language and GED preparation. They
also have women support groups, drivers ed and
computer classes.

memberships, sponsorships, operating funds, salaries,
stipends, capital campaign contributions, program
advertisements, tuition and scholarships to continue
work that aligns with the mission of Sisters of Providence.
Donate today at sistersofprovidence.net.

La Casa Hogar Executive Director Magaly Solis, and
Development and Event Manager Enriqueta Flores stand in
front of a mural celebrating friends.

The preschoolers attend three days a week, while
their mothers take part in other programs. Last year,
more than 200 students attended one of the education
classes including online.
Magaly Solís, the executive director and the first
Latina to head the agency in its history, proudly points
out that, since its founding, more than 1,400 people
have become citizens after participating in the civic
education activities offered by La Casa Hogar. Solis
and the organization are accredited by the Department
of Justice to practice naturalization law.
La Casa Hogar continued to serve the local Latino
community throughout the pandemic including hosting
vaccination clinics and providing masks and other
supplies.
Besides volunteering, the Sisters continue supporting
La Casa Hogar financially through the Emilie Gamelin
Mission Fund. For more information, and to find out
how you can help, visit their website, lacasahogar.org.

For more information, contact Steve Pehanich,
communication manager,
stephen.pehanich@providence.org.
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9

Emilie Gamelin Mission Fund
Organizations
Advocacy and Caring for Children
Advocates for Immigrants in
Detention NW
Afrique Future
All Saints School
Answer for Youth, The
BECA
Beyond Borders
Blanchet Catholic School
Blanchet House of Hospitality
Burbank Temporary Aide
Call to Action
Carmelite Monastery - Hawaii
Catherine’s Place
Catholic Charities - Yakima, Wash.
Catholic Charities Eastern
Washington
Catholic Charities of Los Angeles San Fernando Region
Catholic Charities of Oregon
Catholic Charities of Spokane
Catholic Community Services
Catholic Community Services
Foundation - Salem, OR
Catholic Community Services,
Housing Services Western Seattle, Wash.
Catholic Community Services,
Housing Services Western
Washington - Tacoma, Wash.
Catholic Housing Services
Catholic Legal Immigration
Network (CLINIC)
Catholic School Endowment
Foundation of Oregon
Central Washington Catholic
Foundation
Children’s Alliance
Coalition to Abolish Slavery and
Trafficking
Cornelia Connelly Center
Daughters of Mary
De La Salle Blackfeet School
Dievo Apvaizdos (Providence)
Congregation
Earth Ministry
El Salvador Association
Emilie Gamelin Province
Faith Action Network
Family Promise of Spokane
Family Promise of the Verdugos
Fig Tree, The
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Food Bank at St. Mary’s, The
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual
Adoration
Freedom Project
Freedom Project, The
Friends in Solidarity
Fulcrum Foundation
Generations Home Care Spokane
Genesis Project, The
Giving Voice
Great Falls Central Catholic High
School
Ground Zero
Habitat for Humanity - Missoula,
Montana
Holy Family Parish School - White
Center, Seattle
Homestead Community
House of Charity
Housecall Providers
Housing Hope
Ignatian Spirituality Center (ISC)
Intercommunity Peace & Justice
Center
Jeanette Heindl, SP
Jesuit Refugee Services USA
Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest
Jubilee Women’s Center
Kids Community Dental Clinic
L’Arche Noah Sealth - Portland
L’Arche Noah Sealth - Seattle
La Casa Hogar
La Posada Providencia
La Salle High School Foundation
Local Community Projects
Loyola Jesuit Secondary School Kasunga Malawi
Mary’s Pence
Meals on Wheels, Portland, Ore.
Meals on Wheels, Spokane,
Wash.
Medicines for Humanity
MEND
Mercy Housing
Mexican American Catholic
College (MACC)
Missoula Catholic Schools
Foundation
Monastery of St Clare
National Assoc of Catholic
Chaplains

National Catholic Reporter
Navos – Multicare Behavior Health
Neighbor Impact
NeighborWorks
NETWORK
New Beginnings Ministry
Noah’s Ark Homeless Shelter Yakima
Northwest Catholic Counseling
Center, The
Northwest Harvest
Northwest Immigrant Rights
Project
NRVC
Oblate Sisters of Providence
Oregon Food Bank
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Place
Pax Christi International
Pioneer Human Services
Poor Clares of Montana
Portland Animal Welfare Team
Portland Rescue Mission
Poverello Center Inc
Prevention Works
Providence Children’s Health
Foundation (Providence Child
Center Foundation)
Providence Health Care
Foundation of Eastern
Washington, Spokane, Wash.
Providence High School
Providence Hospice of Seattle
Foundation
Providence Marianwood
Foundation
Providence Milwaukie Foundation
Providence Mount St Vincent
Food Bank
Providence Mount St. Vincent
Providence Newberg Health
Foundation
Providence Regina House
Providence Senior and
Community Services Heritage
House at the Market and
ElderPlace
Providence St Joseph Foundation
Providence Willamette Falls
Medical Foundation
REACH Center of Hope
Recovery Café

Refugees Women’s Alliance
Regina House
Rod’s House
Roncalli Foundation
Rose Haven
SafePlace
Salvation Army
Save the Children Federation
Second Harvest
Shalom Ministries
Sisters Special Requests
SnowCap Community Charities
Sophia Way, The
South Central LAMP
Spokane Neighborhood Action
Partners
St Andrew Catholic School and
Parish Community Center
St. Andrew House Retreat Center
(Diocese of Olympia)
St. Andrew Nativity School
St. James Cathedral
St. Luke Institute
St. Martin de Porres Mission
St. Patrick Catholic School - CA
St. Thomas Child & Family Center
St. Vincent de Paul
St. Francis Dining Hall
Transitions
Trinity Catholic School
Union Gospel Mission - Seattle
and Spokane
University of Providence
Valley Community Center
Vamos Inc.
Volunteers of America
Washington Office of Latin
America (WOLA)
West Seattle Food Bank
Women’s Alliance for Theology,
Ethics and Ritual (WATER)
World Relief Spokane
Xavier Society for The Blind
Yakima Music en Accion
Youthcare
YWCA Pierce County, Wash.
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“ Our resources are
the treasures of
Divine Providence.”
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– Emilie Gamelin
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Yakima Sisters, Continued from page 7
It is none too soon for Sr. Fe Sumalde who, through
her work as a chaplain at Yakima Memorial Hospital,
learned in real time during the beginning of the
pandemic how to help a dying patient say their final
farewells to their family using an iPad.

“We minister to one
another and remember
to reaffirm each other.”

“Emergency is the reality of my ministry,” she
explained. “Prayer, especially those of my fellow
Sisters, saved me.”

Sr. Dona Tayler says of her fellow Sisters

Fortunately, she knew a lot of people in Yakima
because of her 27 years of ministry in the valley.
Sr. Dona Tayler knows the community as well, having
grown up in the farming community and attended local
schools including one on the Yakima Indian Reservation.
With a career in health care administration, including
a stint as the first president of Providence Health and
Social Services Corporation, she “has kept in touch with
many friends over the years.
“We minister to one another and remember to reaffirm
each other,” Sr. Dona says of her fellow Sisters.

Retired seven years, she is happy to be back home
and, according to Sr. Marisol Avila, a great support to
the other members of the community.
Sr. Marisol is a large part of the reason the Latino
community in the small towns surrounding Yakima is so
aware of the Sisters of Providence presence.
She presented retreats and conferences (prior to
Covid) in Spanish during her four years in Yakima.
Even throughout the pandemic hiatus, she continued
directing seekers in the Spiritual Exercises in Everyday
Life (SEEL) via Zoom.
Her work has built on a strong presence in the city
following the ministries of Sr. Roberta Rorke. It
was Sr. Roberta who moved the house from a more
affluent part of town closer to the people who needed
help. She also helped establish La Casa Hogar and a
Catholic student center at Yakima Valley College.
Sr. Roberta was also planted a garden and invited local
gang members to participate in its care. Over time,
local gang members recognized the spirit of the Sisters
and protected them.
It’s no surprise that the strong, vibrant Horizon
Community was the logical choice to host a novice,
Sr. Fabiola Reyes González (see page 3). It is also no
surprise that Sr. Josie Ramac is serving as the Novice
Director. She has worked in teaching and formation
and has served as novice director for Canada, the
Philippines and the U.S.
Sr. Julie Macasieb, from the Burbank community, also
lives in the Yakima house and is busy with a host of
jobs, including the congregational Noviate program and
preparation for the General Chapter coming up later
this year.
Two members live elsewhere for now: Sr. Deling
Fernando in Florida and Sr. Helen Mason in Walla Walla.

Memorial to a murder victim in the alley next to the
Sister’s community.
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Teaching a
Young Sister
How to Teach
“This was the best,” said one alumna!
Catholic Junior High in Anchorage began construction
in 1961 – the same year the first humans left the earth
and the Peace Corp was created.

Archive Staff (l-r) Loretta Green, manager of the archives, Peter
Schmid, visual resources archivist, Pam Hedquist, assistant
archivist technical, and Jessica Long, artifacts collection curator

SP Artifacts
Collection
Moves Up
Providence Archives collects, organizes, preserves and
makes available records and artifacts of enduring and
historical value relating to the Sisters of Providence and
Providence Health & Services. Over time, that material
accumulates and it is the responsibility of the archives
staff to know where everything came from, where it is
now and why it is important.
The artifacts collection reflects the diversity of the
Sister of Providence ministries. Items range from
medical equipment to religious statues to artifacts used
by Sisters over the last century and a half.

Sister Joel was assigned there three years later. She
fell in love with Alaska and her seventh-grade students.
There were 12 Sisters of Providence there at the time,
remembers Sr. Joel (now known as Sr. Susanne
Hartung.)
The school closed in 1969 as a high school and junior
high but that’s no reason to skip its 58-year reunion!
Last year, a committee formed, determined, and almost
succeeding, in finding every one of their classmates
from 1964.
It was such an exciting and wonderful event at the
home of one of the former students, relates Sr.
Susanne. Several traveled many miles by air and car to
attend the May 2022 reunion. Special tribute was given
to the around two dozen alumni who had passed away.
“I was afraid I wouldn’t recognize these 70 yearolds but name tags helped and I easily remembered
them,” says Sr. Susanne. “The stories they told of my
teaching abilities were hilarious.
“In reality, those seventh graders were responsible for
teaching me the skills of teaching,” she said.

For years, the Spokane portion of the collection has
been housed in the lower levels of Mount St. Joseph,
but a recent reshuffling of offices in the building made it
possible to move into empty space on upper levels.
The move was challenging to say the least. But the
result is a transformation. Gone are overcrowded
storage spaces. Artifacts are now housed in multiple
areas with more room, more shelves, and more
workspace for cataloguing, photographing and
preserving.
Learn more about the archives and the artifact
collection at the archive’s webpage – providence.org/
about/providence-archives.
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Students from Catholic Junior High surround Sr. Susanne
(wearing pearl necklace) at their reunion.
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Sr. Marie-Thérèse with young people.

Nothing unusual about a Sister of Providence
helping young women discern their vocations. But
for Sr. Marie-Thérèse Gnamazo, whose hometown
is nearly 8,000 miles away in Africa, it’s a little more
complicated than usual.
Given the distance, Sister Marie-Thérèse stresses
the importance of the African parish, parents and
community in the discernment process. When you
think of it, that’s true whether the person discerning is
next door or on another continent.
Sister Marie-Thérèse’s own route to the Sisters of
Providence began in 2008 starting in Cameroon with a
stop in Rome before joining the Congregation in Seattle
where she now lives.

Parents,
Community
Nurture
Vocations in an
African Village
During a visit home to Cameroon earlier this year, a
classmate from her time at the Gregorian University
in Rome allowed Sister Marie-Thérèse to speak to his
parish, Saints Peter and Paul in the Abong-Mbang region.
The young girls ranged in age from 13 to 20. Some are
about ready to start high school; others university. The
key, emphasizes Sr. Marie-Thérèse, is to listen to their
stories, hopes, dreams, anxieties and doubts.
Sister will eventually return to Cameroon and hopes to
speak to many other parishes in the diocese but, in the
meantime, she is confident that the people in the girls’
lives will be there to encourage and support the young
people as they chart their own future.
For more about vocations, visit out page on Religious
Life at sistersofprovidence.net.

Welcoming
Auxiliary Bishop
Frank Schuster
Sisters of Providence joined with the
church of the Archdiocese of Seattle
to celebrate the ordination of new
Auxiliary Bishop Frank Schuster.
Sisters also joined in celebrating the
ordination of a new co-adjutor bishop
for the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings.
Bishop Jeffery Flemings was a priest
of the neighboring Diocese of Helena
and is a native of Billings, Mont.
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Friends Celebrate the Life
and Times of Sr. Lucille Dean
“[S]eek first the kingdom [of
God] and his righteousness, and
all these things will be given you
besides. Do not worry about
tomorrow; tomorrow will take
care of itself.” Matthew, 6:33

Nicolas Estrada, PA, Director of
Campus Ministry at the University
of Providence, and a former student
and faculty colleague of Sr. Lucille at
Providence High School, provided a
reflection on his friend at the Mass.

These reassuring words from the Gospel of St.
Matthew exemplified Sr. Lucille Dean’s life. She loved
gathering people together, appreciated others and
herself as gifts from God and lived in faith that God
would take care of the worries of the day.

“She had this marvelous way of comforting the
anxious yet simultaneously making the smug very
uncomfortable with just a single raise of her eyebrow,”
he said. “She took the time to know every student,
to speak with every teacher, to journey with her
community in a way that only a true daughter of Mother
Joseph could.

Selecting this well-known, reassuring passage for her
memorial service, Sr. Lucille was conveying a message
to us, believes Fr. Oliver Doyle, president of University
of Providence in Great Falls, Mont., and celebrant at Sr.
Lucille’s funeral.
“She is trying to tell people how to flourish,“ he said.
“Those of us who are successful, as Lucille was,
are aware of themselves as gifted by God. Lucille
appreciated that she was a gift to others – to her family,
her friends and her religious sisters,” said Fr. Doyle.
“People like Sr. Lucille flourish,” he explained. “They
are wonderfully free. That was the charism of Lucille –
her freedom to be who she was, gifted by God and not
worrying.”
More than 250 friends and family attended the Mass
of the Resurrection for Sr. Lucille at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish in West Seattle and the evening
before to remember Sr. Lucille at a vigil. Providence
Health and Services, where Sr. Lucille served as chair
of the board, sponsored a reception after the Mass.
At the vigil, Sr. Mary Hawkins, who cared for Sr. Lucille
as she approached the end of life, recalled how Sr.
Lucille would pray Vespers every night and her deep
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Another service was held at the University of
Providence, in Great Falls, Mont. Faculty in full regalia
and students filled the Trinitas Chapel on campus
to remember Sr. Lucille. She had served as interim
president of the university in 2015-16.
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“Those of us who had the privilege of
knowing Sister Lucille could easily see that there was
something different about her… she had a strength, a
presence that is just not common,” said Nick.

“Sister Lucille knew what it meant to give a life to God,
she knew what it meant to be a daughter of our Mother
of Sorrows, she knew what it meant to teach in the
tradition of the Sisters of Providence,” said Nick.
At Providence High School in Burbank, where Sr. Lucille
ministered from 1986 to 2005, more than 300 people
gathered for a Memorial Service on Palm Sunday.
Bishop Gerald Wilkerson, who worked with Sr. Lucille
when he was the regional bishop for the San Fernando
Valley, knew her well. He also reminisced about “the
raised eyebrow.” The Bishop told a story about how
when he said he attended too many meetings to join
the Board of Regents, she raised her famous eyebrow
and, of course, he ended up serving on the Board.
“Every place on this campus has Sr. Lucille’s name on
it,” said Bishop Wilkerson. “More importantly, every
person associated with Providence High School when
she was here was touched by her. When she arrived
in heaven, I am sure that God’s inbox was filled with
letters of reference from the people she touched over
the years.”
Please visit sistersofprovidence.org for links to
recordings of the vigil and liturgy. Providence High
School also produced a heart-warming video in tribute
to Sr. Lucille.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Sisters
of Providence Retirement Fund, 1801 Lind Ave. SW,
M1-C; Renton, WA 98057.
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Pray for the General Chapter 2022
Blessed
Emilie Gamelin
Foundress of the
Sisters of
Providence

The Sisters of Providence have their General Chapter every five years.
Sister-delegates from all the entities of the Congregation gather for this
meeting, in which they discern orientations for the next five years. More
than 100 Sisters from around the world will gather in Montreal for the 2022
Chapter. Please keep them in your prayers throughout the summer.

Know a Friend Who Would Appreciate Reading Caritas?
Contact us
for more
information or
to schedule a
“Come & See”
experience.
vocations@providence.org
206-979-0577
sistersofprovidence.net

Caritas brings you the news of how Providence
operates in the world through the Sisters of Providence,
their ministries and their lay collaborators. Maybe you
know someone who will appreciate these stories and
could benefit from receiving their own issue. Let us
know if you would like to add a family member, friend
or organization to our mailing lists. Send their contact
information to sop.miprovince@gmail.com and
we’ll put them on the list.

